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With this issue In Brief, the student newsletter of the 

Lewis Katz School of Medicine at Temple University 

(LKSOM), we would like to welcome our new students to 

campus and welcome back those who are returning for 

further studies. It is an exciting time at LKSOM and we 

hope that your year is off to a great start.  

 

In Brief is a monthly newsletter designed to keep you 

informed about developments at LKSOM that are 

important for you to know. Whether you are here at Temple pursuing an MD, PhD, MS, MA in Urban 

Bioethics, or Masters in PA degree, you will find in these pages the news and information that affect you most. 

We hope this newsletter becomes a useful resource for you. 

 

For our returning students, we hope that you will reach out and welcome the newest members of the LKSOM 

family, the incoming Class of 2021. They are an impressive group of students who will only strengthen our 

institution. Over 200 students were accepted into this class from almost 11,000 applicants, from over 100 

undergraduate colleges and universities. Fifteen members of the incoming class already hold advanced 

degrees; 44% of the class hails from Pennsylvania, with 117 other students representing 20 states and Puerto 

Rico. Thirty-three students were born outside of the United States and come to us from every continent save 

Australia and Antarctica.   

 

Members of the Class of 2021 have held a wide array of jobs prior to entering medical school. Beyond the 

“expected” jobs of servers, hosts, retail sales, and cashiers, they have been employed as lifeguards, caddies, 

EMTs, rock climbing instructor, electrician, figure skater, crew and lacrosse coach, financial analyst, and Zumba 

instructor. Many have also held research and lab assistant positions at some of the most prestigious schools in 

the nation, including LKSOM. Their varied life experiences will serve our school well.   

 

We are certain that the incoming class will add to the rich and diverse fabric of our community. We wish all of 

our students much success in the upcoming academic year and a thoroughly rewarding learning experience at 

LKSOM. 



 

 

You said: Physical examination “lectures” were not an effective method of 

learning examination maneuvers. 

 

We did:  In response to your feedback, last year, in place of a live lecture of 

the pulmonary examination, an exam video was created for viewing prior to 

the Doctoring small group sessions. This video allowed students to view the 

exam prior to the session and to review it as needed to reinforce specific 

maneuvers. Because the video was well-received by students, additional 

examination videos are being developed for use this year.   

In order to explore these topics more deeply and to help students better 

understand their relevance to medical care, the Curricular Threads will be 

The Student Government Association Welcomes You! 

As President of the Student Government Association (SGA), I am honored to greet the LKSOM community in the 

first newsletter of the 2017-18 academic year. As the talented 2021 class becomes best friends with Dr. Frank 

Netter and learns how to work together to conquer anatomy, many upper-year students have been working 

hard to plan a multitude of events run by our thriving Student 

Government Association. With that in mind, I want to congratulate 

students in Durant College for their impressive first place finish in the 

College Tournament on Friday, August 11th. Let us not forget, 

however, that the spirit of the other colleges was strong, enthusiastic 

and determined! We certainly appreciate the Saunders College 

students making the trip from Bethlehem to Philadelphia to participate.   

Representatives from LKSOM’s Student Government Association work 

hard to ensure an encouraging and supportive environment. It has 

been fascinating to learn about student advocacy through governance 

structure and to collaborate with the administration on various issues 

and projects. SGA also has more than 50 student groups organized into categories based on four themes:  

Student Associations, Specialty Interests, Community Service, and Enrichment Groups. These groups are run 

entirely by students who use their free time to develop projects and programs ranging from outreach to the 

North Philadelphia community, like the yearly Health Fair at Kenderton Elementary school, to showing off the 

skills of our student body through an outstanding talent show.  

The sheer number and variety of student groups are part of what makes me proud and humbled to be an “Owl 

Kat!” Over the next year, a different student group will be featured in each newsletter. You can follow us on 

Twitter @Templemedsga and visit our website, http://www.templemedsga.com/, to catch up with the latest 

happenings on campus. Keep an eye out for what our amazing students are up to!   

Andrew Esposito 

President Class of 2018 

President LKSOM SGA  

  

http://www.templemedsga.com/


 

 

Students review an object in 3D modeling 

software. 

The new virtual reality system, an HTC Vive, 

hosts a 3D anatomy program. 

The Innovation Space @ Ginsburg Library 
The Ginsburg Library has recently opened a new 

Innovation Space, which offers faculty, staff, and students 

an opportunity to explore new technologies such as 3D 

printing, 3D design software, and virtual reality. Located 

on the first floor, across from the information services 

desk, the Innovation Space has the following goals: to 

share making tools and devices, to share technical 

knowledge, to offer hands-on learning of new technology, 

and to provide a supportive environment for faculty, staff, 

and students to create. 

  

It includes: 

 

— An HTC Vive virtual reality system with the following applications:  

       3D Organon (http://www.3dorganon.com/site), a virtual reality anatomy program 

       Guided Mediation from Cubicle Ninja 

       Games (Job Simulator, Vanishing Realms, Space Pirate Trainer, and others) 

NOTE: game days are on Thursdays and Fridays. 

 

— Two 3D printers: a Lulzbot TAZ 6 and a Stratasys UPrint SE Plus  

     Up to 50 grams of (standard) filament is free for objects related to research, education, or patient care.  

     For personal items, such as game pieces, figurines, ornaments, sport logos, etc., the price is 20 cents per 

     gram.  

— Consultation booths: Desktop computers in the booths offer 

Autodesk 123D, TinkerCAD, Maya, Meshmixer, 3D Slicer, and other 

3D design software. 

 

— Six high-end laptops: To be used on-site, for the manipulation 

of large data files, for 3D design creation and consultation, and for 

participating in education sessions. 

  

— Expert consultation services: Learn about 3D design, 3D 

printing, and virtual reality from expert technical staff. They can 

help you create a custom 3D design, import a CT scan into design 

software, offer guidance in locating 3D design repositories, and 

discuss custom applications and design for virtual reality programming. 

 

For more information, see: http://guides.temple.edu/innovationspace.  

 

 

http://www.3dorganon.com/site
http://guides.temple.edu/innovationspace


 

 

Dual-Degree Programs 
As you may be aware, the Lewis Katz School of Medicine at Temple University (LKSOM) offers programs leading 

to dual degrees. Each program is arranged between the medical school and the related degree-granting school.  

The curricula of the dual-degree programs are not integrated; rather, students in dual-degree programs will 

complete all curricular requirements of each program. Each program has its own application process and 

deadlines, so if you are interested, we urge you to contact the programs as soon as possible.   

MD/PhD Program 

215-707-3976 

mdphd@temple.edu 

The MD/PhD Program provides the opportunity to gain expertise in clinical medicine and become broadly 

trained in basic science research at an institution noted for excellence in teaching and research. The 

comprehensive seven-/eight-year program attracts bright, highly motivated students considering a research 

career in academic medicine.   

Establishing a solid research foundation, the first two years of the program include four laboratory rotations.  In 

subsequent years, students concentrate on one of five areas within the Biomedical Sciences Graduate Program 

for their doctoral research: Cancer Biology and Genetics, Infectious Disease and Immunity, Molecular and Cellular 

Biosciences, Neuroscience and Organ Systems and Translational Medicine. MD/PhD candidates have the 

opportunity to work closely in the School of Medicine’s world-class, disease-based research centers with their 

advisors and faculty—all of whom are premier researchers in their respective fields.  

MD/MA in Urban Bioethics Program 

215-707-3664 

CBUHP@temple.edu 

The MD/MA in Urban Bioethics Program addresses today’s extreme disparities of health and access to critical 

resources—inequalities that leave many urban dwellers and communities distinctly disadvantaged, 

disenfranchised, and vulnerable. Offered through Temple’s Center for Bioethics, Urban Health & Policy, the 

program trains students in the ethics and values of health, healthcare delivery, and health law and policy that 

underlie such complex urban disparities. Students will complete the requirements for the MA concurrent with the 

medical school courses with no additional time necessary to complete the MA coursework. 

MD/MPH (Master of Public Health) 

215-204-5105 

publichealth@temple.edu 

A joint program between Temple’s School of Medicine and College of Public Health, the MD/MPH enables 

students to earn a Master of Public Health (MPH) while completing the MD program. The MD/MPH enhances 

medical careers by enabling physicians to better understand and address the social, behavioral, and 

environmental factors that influence the health and health practices of their patients. The MD/MPH offers five 

Continued on next page … 
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Continued from previous page … 

concentrations: Social and Behavioral Science, Environmental Health, Epidemiology, Applied Biostatistics, and 

Health Policy and Management. In the five-year MD/MPH program, medical students begin the MPH curriculum 

part-time during the first year of medical school and complete the program with one year of full-time MPH 

coursework between the second and third years of medical school. 

MD/MBA (Master of Business Administration) 

215-204-5890 

foxinfo@temple.edu 

Offered by the School of Medicine and Temple University’s highly ranked Fox School of Business, this dual-

degree program allows students to enroll in online business courses any time during medical school. The online 

MBA program is designed to be completed within the framework of the four years of medical school. The 

expedited MBA application process includes a GMAT waiver and tuition scholarships. 

The Online MBA program begins with a five-day orientation residency during which students complete their 

Leadership Development course and engage in networking, professional development, technology training, and 

team-building activities. To earn the MBA, students need to complete 36 credits of MBA coursework since 12 

elective credits are awarded toward the MBA degree upon successful completion of the Doctoring 1 and 2 

medical courses. 

 

mailto:foxinfo@temple.edu

